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Acting-President Hwang Gyo-an Administration 

Intervened in the 2017 Presidential Election through 

the Defense Security Command 

- Public Prosecutors Remain Silent Withholding All Document - 

 

 In November 2019, the Center for Military Human Rights Korea (CMHRK) acquired the list 

of documents of the “(former) Defense Security Command Intelligence Fusion Office’s 

External Briefing” via whistleblowing. 

 The CMHRK selected 42 documents that appear to be unlawful surveillance over citizens and 

political intervention of the Defense Security Command (DSC), which is above and beyond 

their call of duty, and requested information disclosure based on the Official Information 

Disclosure Act. Although the Ministry of National Defense dismissed the request, it admitted 

the existence of those documents since it issued ‘nondisclosure’ instead of ‘nonexistence.’ 

 After the decision, the CMHRK tracked down the whereabouts of the current location of the 

documents and had cross-checked reports. The results reveal that they are as real as the 

Ministry of National Defense acknowledged, and public prosecutors have obtained them 

already.  

 In 2017, the DSC surveilled then-president-candidates Mr. Moon Jae-in and Mr. An Cheol-su, 

the candidates of the opposition parties during the campaign season for the 19th Presidential 

Election. It spied on the internal affairs of each campaign team and reported the intel to the 

then-Minister of National Defense. 

Title of the Document Date of Report Reader 

Circulation of Talks of Consideration of ‘Civilian Minister 

of National Defense’ by Moon Jae-in 

3 Mar. 2017 Minister of ND 

The Democratic Party, Hearsay of Guideline on Military 

Pending Issues 

22 Mar. 2017 Minister of ND 

Atmosphere Concerning Abolition of National Security 

Office of the Blue House inside the Democratic Party 

14 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

Preconceived Plan of National Intelligence Service 

Reformation of Moon’s Campaign Team 

14 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

Recent Inside Mood of An’s Campaign Team 14 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

Rumors Regarding Re-appointment of General Jeon Inbeom 

by Candidate Moon When Elected 

28 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

*ND: National Defense 

 Also, the DSC observed civilians, including former President of the Joonang Daily Hong 

Seok-hyeon, lawmakers of the opposition parties and journalists as well as generals embracing 

the opposition parties’ candidates.  

Title of the Document Date of Report Reader 

Rumors Concerning Media’s Report Coverage of Suspicions 

on Ms. Choi Sunsil’s Military Intervention 

6 Jan. 2017 Minister of ND 

Rumors Concerning Media’s Report Coverage of Suspicions 13 Jan. 2017 Head of NSO 
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Title of the Document Date of Report Reader 

on Ms. Choi Sunsil’s Military Intervention 

Some General’s Closeness with Mr. Lee Sang-hyeop 

(Military Advisory Commissioner of the Democratic Party) 

3 Mar. 2017 Minister of ND 

Hearsay Concerning Open Embracement of Moon Jae-in by 

Admiral Hwang Gi-cheol at the end of April 

14 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

Political Activities of Reservists of the DSC 14 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

The Prospect of Future Activities of Former President of the 

Joongang Daily Hong Seokhyeon 

28 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

Movements of Reservists and Security Groups Concerning 

the Presidential Election 

28 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

Hearsay of Lawmaker Kim Byeong-gi of the Democratic 

Party’s Checking Up on the Movements of the National 

Intelligence Service 

28 Apr. 2017 Minister of ND 

*NSO: National Security Office 

 Furthermore, it even suggested a murky ‘counteraction’ against the proposal of the Act on 

Organization of the Presidential Candidate’s Transition Team with the unprecedented early 

presidential election ahead as well as a ‘special countermeasure’ against visits to the military 

units of the presidential candidates. 

Title of the Document Date of Report Reader 

Necessity for Taking Special Countermeasure Regarding 

Visits to the Military Units of the Presidential Candidates 

17 Feb. 2017 Minister of ND 

Necessity for Counteracting against Proposal of Act on the 

Presidential Candidate’s Transition Team1 

22 Mar. 2017 Minister of ND 

 

 According to the list of briefing documents, the DSC did not spy on anything about the Liberty 

Korea Party and the Bareun Party, both of which are conservative. It targeted the campaign 

teams of the candidates of the opposition parties such as the Democratic Party and the People’s 

Party, and it reported collected information to the then-Minister of National Defense in real-

time. Specific intel, including “Preconceived Plan of National Intelligence Service 

Reformation of Moon’s Campaign Team” and “Recent Inside Mood of An’s Campaign Team,” 

hardly seems possible to obtain unless there were men on the inside of each team. The 

government of the Republic of Korea under then-Acting-President Hwang Gyo-an, who 

declared fair management of the presidential election, methodically surveilled the opposition 

party’s campaign teams and received reports thereof through the DSC in real-time. This matter 

is squarely an illegal intervention in the election, which appears sufficient for anyone to raise 

suspicions about election malpractice. 

 However, the Public Prosecutor’s Office has kept silent over two years, even after acquiring 

all the relevant materials during the investigation of the DSC martial law document in 2018. 

According to whistleblowing, etc., all the briefing documents of the “(former) Defense 

Security Command Intelligence Fusion Office’s External Briefing” were confiscated to the 

hands of the public prosecutors. Nevertheless, the public prosecutors did neither take any 

                                           
1 Back then, the Democratic Party proposed a bill that allows presidential candidates to organize a team to prepare 

presidential transition as the president-elect prior to the election to facilitate the process due to lack of interim period for 

the 19th president. 
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action to check allegeable charges of clear malpractice in the election nor initiate an 

investigation. Public Prosecutor-General Yoon Seok-yeol should confirm suspicions regarding 

circumstances supporting public prosecutors’ concealment of the illegal intervention in the 

election by the administration through the DSC and explain it.  

 In addition, the Ministry of National Defense should withdraw its decision of ‘nondisclosure’ 

of the 42 documents. The CMHRK filed an administrative lawsuit against the Defense 

Security Support Command 2  last March to revoke the decision of ‘nondisclosure.’ The 

Ministry of National Defense refused to publicize the documents, providing an absurd reason, 

that is “Information pertaining to national security, national defense, unification, diplomatic 

relations, etc., which is deemed likely to seriously undermine national interests, if it is 

disclosed;” “Personal information, such as names, resident registration numbers, etc. included 

in the relevant information, which, if disclosed, is deemed likely to undermine the privacy or 

freedom of individuals.”3 Nobody would accept the sophistry that documents reported to the 

government based on a national intelligence agency’s unlawful surveillance on campaign 

teams and citizens are matters of national security and privacy of individuals.  

 Therefore, the CMHRK urges immediate investigation and crystal-clear fact-finding 

concerning the suspicion of organized intervention in the election by then-Acting-President 

Hwang’s administration during the 19th Presidential Election as well as a full guarantee of the 

right to know of the electorate regarding the malpractice in the election. Also, the CMHRK 

demands that the Ministry of Justice inspect why the public prosecutors covered the suspicions 

mentioned above rather than investigate. 

 

[Annex] Notice of Nondisclosure to the Request of Information Disclosure (Ministry of National 

Defense) 

 

8 April 2020 

 

Center for Military Human Rights Korea 

Representative Lim Taehoon 
 

                                           
2 The DSC has changed its name, being diminished to some degree in size and power. 
3 Article 9 (1) 2. and 6. of the Official Information Disclosure Act. 


